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Transportation crews to begin treating for noxious weeds
Nuisance plants can interfere with driving, damage infrastructure

FRANKFORT, Ky. (March 15, 2020) — Kentucky Transportation Cabinet crews will begin treating for
noxious and nuisance weeds throughout the state this month. The treatments aid in controlling the
spread of undesirable plants along state highway rights of way to improve driver safety and ensure
efficient maintenance operations.

The Cabinet, in accordance with KRS 176.051, targets Johnson grass, giant foxtail, Canada thistle,
nodding thistle, common teasel, multiflora rose, Amur honeysuckle, poison hemlock, marestail,
Japanese knotweed and kudzu.

“Left uncontrolled, noxious weeds can grow so large that they interfere with a driver’s line of vision on
highways,” said Secretary Jim Gray. “Weed maintenance is important in preventing potential damage
to pavement and embankments, as well as clogged ditches and drainage problems.”

Noxious weeds often invade and destroy the roadside turf grass, leaving these areas vulnerable to
erosion. They can also smother native plants through rapid reproduction and long-term persistence.

Motorists are reminded to use extra caution when crews spraying for weeds are out on the roadways.

Property owners who are actively treating noxious weeds on private property may request the
eradication of nuisance weeds found on adjacent state-owned right of way. A written application must
be submitted to the property owner's local highway district office. To request an application, please
contact the appropriate district highway office. Contact information may be found here.
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https://transportation.ky.gov/DistrictPages/Pages/default.aspx

Editor’s note: Click on these images of the most common noxious and nuisance weeds targeted by
KYTC spraying operations: Johnson grass, poison hemlock and giant foxtail.
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https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/KYTC/2021/02/26/file_attachments/1706922/J-Grass.JPG
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/KYTC/2021/02/26/file_attachments/1706923/Poison%20Hemlock.jpg
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/KYTC/2021/02/26/file_attachments/1706921/Giant%20Foxtail1.JPG
https://www.facebook.com/kytc120/
https://twitter.com/KYTC
https://www.instagram.com/kytransportation/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/KYTransportation

